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The Role and Social Functions of Waqf in the Model of the New lIs-
lamic Civilization (A Study Based on the Supreme Leader’s Views

Ali mehrabi koshki*

Abstract

The institution of Wagf in Islamic tradition has historically been one of the most enduring popular
mechanisms for organizing social life, generating social capital, and establishing structured
cooperation networks. Over the past fourteen centuries, numerous social institutions in the
Islamic world, ranging from schools and public centers to service and support complexes, have
been established and stabilized through Wagf. Given the increasing significance of the concept
of the ‘New Islamic Civilization’ in the thought of the Supreme Leader, a re-examination of the
social role of Waqf has gained greater importance; this is because a key component of the New
Islamic Civilization theory rests upon strengthening social cohesion, voluntary participation,
public trust, and collective responsibility—components where Waqf has historically played a
decisive role in organizing.

In this article, an attempt has been made to analyze the social functions of Waqf within the
framework of the theory of the New Islamic Civilization, based on the views of the Supreme
Leader. The main research question is: ‘What social role does Wagf play in the thought of the
Leader in achieving the requirements of the New Islamic Civilization?’ To answer this, the article
first re-examines the position of Waqf within the social structure of Islam, and then, based
on the statements of the Supreme Leader, the social functions of Waqgf are investigated in
domains such as strengthening social capital, establishing cooperative institutions, enhancing
mutual trust between the populace and governmental bodies, advancing public participation,
and creating sustainable models of social responsibility.

The research findings indicate that Wagf, owing to its voluntary, public, and intergenerational
nature, can be one of the most significant social capacities for realizing the New Islamic
Civilization. The revitalization of its social functions—particularly in the form of institutionalization,
social participation, and trust networks—can contribute to the formation of novel civilizational
foundations in Islamic society.

Keywords: New Islamic Civilization; Waqf; Social Functions; Supreme Leader; Moquf{t
(Endowed Properties).
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