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A Documentary Study of the Moqufat and Charitable Acts of Shams-
ul-Moluk, Mother of Aga Khan llI, in the Atabat Aliyat (Holy Shrines)
and Mashhad

Reza taghi zade naeini*

Abstract

Shams-ul-Moluk, famously known as Lady Ali Shah, the mother of Aga Khan Ill, was a prominent
Wagqif (endower) during the Qajar and early Pahlavi periods. During her pilgrimage journeys to
the Atabat Aliyat (Holy Shrines) and Mashhad, she organized a series of charitable acts and
moquf[Jt. This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, based on archival documents
from Astan Quds Razavi, the National Archives and Library of Iran, and contemporaneous
historical sources, to comprehensively examine the moquffjt and construction activities of
Shams-ul-Moluk Agha Khani (mother of Aga Khan i) in the Atabat Aliyat (Holy Shrines) and
Mashhad al-Mugaddas. The research findings indicate that during her pilgrimage journeys to the
Holy Shrines and Mashhad, Shams-ul-Moluk, in addition to regularly sending funds to the Sadat
and scholars, endowed an electric power generator for the illumination of the Holy Shrine of
Razavi, which is considered one of the first examples of technological Wagf in Iranian holy sites.
Analysis of the documents reveals that this action was realized in (19281929/ AD) through the
purchase of equipment from India, obtaining customs exemptions from the Iranian government,
and the installation of the power plant adjacent to Bagh-e Rezvan in Mashhad. The moquffit of
Shams-ul-Moluk formed part of the charitable construction efforts of the Ismaili Aga Khan family
in the Shi'ite holy sites, demonstrating an approach that transcended geographical and sectarian
boundaries in supporting the shrines of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). By meticulously
reconstructing the documentary data, this research provides a comprehensive picture of Shams-
ul-Moluk’s role in the transformation of Wagf from a traditional to a technological institution,
and her contribution to the development of Shi'ite pilgrimage infrastructure.

Keywords: Waqf, Shams-ul-Moluk, Ismaili, Mashhad, Atabat Aliyat.
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