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Abstract

The institution of Wagf in the history of Iran, from the Safavid era to the Afsharid period,
was considered a main pillar linking religion, economy, and political power. With the rise of
Nader Shah Afshar and the formation of a military state based on fiscal centralization and
personal authority, the relationship between political power and moquf{Jt underwent a serious
transformation. This research, employing a historical-analytical approach and based on primary
sources such as Jahangoshay-e Naderi by Mirza Mahdi Khan Astarabadi, examines Nader
Shah’s dual policy towards the institution of Wagf; a policy that, on one hand, manifested in the
abolition of moquft and the confiscation of waqfi properties to finance military expenditures
and consolidate the central government; and on the other hand, continued during the phase
of power consolidation by restoring a portion of religious moquffit and securing the support
of religious scholars for the purpose of political legitimization. The research findings indicate
that this behavioral duality stemmed from the inherent contradiction between the financial
demands of the Afsharid state and the need for religious legitimacy within the structure of
18th-century Iranian society. Consequently, Nader Shah’s policy towards Wagqf is considered
not merely an economic decision but a tool for managing the relationship between religion
and the state, the effects of which are observable in subsequent periods, including the Zand
and Qajar eras.
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