Yo

F7 UG Y0 dasoo

The institutional role of governmental endowments (Waqfs) in the

production and reproduction of Islamic civilization during the llkhanid

period

sayyed mostafa tabatabaey*

Abstract

Iran, in the aftermath of the Mongol invasions and the disintegration of its established
societal structures, faced the imperative of rebuilding its intellectual, cultural, and institutional
foundations of Iranian-Islamic civilization

Amidst this context, the llkhanid government, leveraging the legal and economic potential of the
endowment institution, particularly governmental endowments (Waqfs), endeavored to create
the conditions for a civilizational renewal

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach and based on archival sources,
investigates the institutional role of governmental endowments (Wagfs) in the process of
production and reproduction of Islamic civilization during the llkhanid period.

The results indicate that governmental endowments (Waqfs) exhibited a dual function
encompassing scientific, infrastructural, and welfare aspects: they facilitated the restoration
of the nation’s social and cultural infrastructure, while simultaneously providing a paradigm
for philanthropic endeavors by non-governmental elites. Among the most prominent examples,
the establishment of the Rab’ Rashidi scientific and economic town, along with the expansion
of water supply networks and the construction of bathhouses and hospitals, were underpinned
by significant endowments (Waqfs). Consequently, the institution of Wagf during the Ilkhanid
period not only served as a catalyst for the reconstruction of post-Mongol society but also
functioned as an institutional mechanism for the continuation and reproduction of Islamic
civilization

Keywords: Ilkhanids, Governmental Endowments (Wagqfs), Islamic Civilization, Wagf Institution.
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