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The Connection of Trade, Patriotism, and Charity in Isfahan’s Eco-
nomic History

Hamid Khalilian*

Abstract

The Kazerouni family is a prominent example of the connection between faith, entrepreneurship,
and social philanthropy in the early stages of Iran>s economic modernization. Hajj Mohammad
Hosein Kazerouni and his descendants, relying on Islamic ethics and concern for national
independence, tried to create a constructive link between religion and industry and to present
a native model of national development through economic and public benefit activities. Using
archival documents and historical reports, this article examines the multidimensional role of
the Kazerouni family in the formation of Iran>s modern economy, from the establishment of
the Islamieh Company and the Vatan Factory as one of the first efforts for industrial self-
sufficiency to the establishment of charitable and educational institutions serving the Isfahan
community. The findings show that the charitable activities of the Kazerouni family were not on
the sidelines, but rather along the lines of their economic and patriotic project. Therefore, the
Kazerouni family can be considered a moral and economic bridge on the path to independence
and self-confidence of Iranians in the contemporary era..

Keywords: K[zarJni Family, Isfahan, Islamic Company, Philanthropy, Vatan Factory.
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