> Hidden Treasure: The History and Fate of the waqfi Books of the Cha-
harbagh School of Isfahan, Emphasizing the Role of Sayyed al-Iragain

NA . .
NN Hamid Khalilian*

Abstract

The high status of the good tradition of book waqf as an expression of the spirit of charity
in Islamic civilization and its major contribution to the establishment of libraries and the
preservation of written heritage is very important. In this ancient tradition, motives such as
gaining reward in the hereafter, spreading knowledge, and perpetuating the names of the wagqifs
(including princes and kings, scientists and scholars, and the masses interested in science)
have played a central role. The article focuses on the unique collection of waqfi books of the
Chaharbagh School of Isfahan and its historical course. The library of Isfahan>s Chaharbagh
Seminary (known as the Soltani School) holds a unique position as one of the largest and
richest scientific centers of the Safavid period. This school, which was established at the end
of this period and with the support of Shah Sultan Hosein Safavi, was a symbol of the peak of
the flourishing of jurisprudence and traditional sciences, and its wadfi library was a confirmation
of the concern of the rulers and scholars of that era in preserving and developing scientific
resources. Isfahan>s Chaharbagh School and its waqfi books are an important part of Irans
cultural and scientific heritage. Due to the dispersion of various moqufat in the city of Isfahan,
Sayyed al-lraqain (Sayyed Abdul-Hosein Modarres Khatun Abadi) as the religious guardian,
collected and unified these valuable manuscripts (including the moqufat of Shah Sultan Hosein
Safavi, the Chaharbagh School, and other schools). With the closure of the Chaharbagh School
during the first Pahlavi period, he moved these works to his personal home to protect them.
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