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Analysis of waqf patterns and socio-economic consequences in the
performance of Mohammad Ibrahim Malek al-Tojjar Isfahani (based
on documents

Arefeh Soleimani*

Abstract

Haj Mohammad Ibrahim Malek al-Tojjar, the son of Haj Mohammad Sadr, was a prominent and
charitable merchant during the Qajar period. The trading house of this family first expanded in
Bushehr, then in Isfahan and Bombay. According to narrations, the title of «Malek al-Tojjars was
bestowed upon Mohammad Sadr by Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar in recognition of his financial
assistance during the Farang trip and assistance during the famine in Isfahan, and this title
was later bestowed upon his son Haj Mohammad Ibrahim. After the death of his father and
brother, he took charge of the trading house and was buried in Angoorestan in 1922 AD. Malek
al-Tojjans will reflects his deep religious beliefs and philanthropy. He willed that his property
be wagf and that guardians and supervisors from among his family and trustees be appointed
and that a specific fee be paid to them. The meticulous details of his burial ceremony in
Angoorestan, including a Ghusl (ritual purification) and burial in a «mirror room» with a small
Quran, demonstrated his attention to traditions and peace after death. He also made extensive
financial bequests for reciting the Quran, lighting the grave, rowzeh kh[ni (a Shi‘ite mourning
recitation), funeral ceremonies, prayer and fasting for 70 years, and the n['eb al ziy{rah( a
pilgrim by proxy) to the holy shrines and the holy city of Mashhad. His charitable activities were
very extensive; from establishing the first branch of the National Bank of Isfahan and being a
member of the National Holy Society to preventing the destruction of historical monuments such
as Chehel Sotun. Other actions he took included building Tekye-e-Malek, mosques, repairing and
restoring Isfahan mosques, reviving the aqueduct in Najaf, financially supporting newspapers,
and providing continuous assistance to the needy, scholars, and schools.

* Mastens degree student, Faculty of Literature, University of Tehran, Department of History.
arefe.soleimany@gmail.com
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