\a!

A G V) dzao

Wagf of Candles and Candlesticks in the blessed monuments
(Sociological and Religious Analysis of a Luminous Tradition Based
on the moqufeh of Shah Sultan Hussein Safavi)

faezeh ansari chaharsoghi*
safura alizadeh**

Abstract

The waqf of candles and candlesticks in sacred places is, beyond an individual act of vow
or blessing, a dynamic social institution that plays an important role in community cohesion,
encouraging public participation, and preserving cultural-religious heritage. The candle is one
of the manifestations of light and illumination, and the sanctity of light, which is mentioned
in many verses and narrations, has made the element of light and illumination of particular
importance in the construction of holy places, especially mosques and blessed monuments.
On the other hand, benefactors and waqifs have also paid special attention to creating light
and illumination in holy places, especially blessed monuments, to the point that before the
establishment of the electricity network, there were many moqufeh candlesticks in these places,
which were responsible for lighting these spaces. This article, written using the method of
library study and comparative description, seeks to provide a religious and sociological analysis
of the waqf of candles and candlesticks in blessed monuments. The case study of this article
is the wagf-nameh of Shah Sultan Hussein Safavi as a perfect example of this type of moqufat.
The results of the research show that the wagf of candles and candlesticks, like other moqufat
made for blessed monuments, was a necessity, to the point that a position as a «lamp-bearer»
was created to illuminate the places. Among these, the moqufeh of Shah Sultan Hussein Safavi
is one of the few moqufat that is used solely to provide lighting for the shrine of the Ahlul Bayt
(peace be upon them), and in this respect it is unique.
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