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Abstract

The Quran, as the most valuable Islamic book, contains religious concepts. Each period of Islamic
book-design is a reflection of the writing and decoration methods of this divine book. Many
written copies of the Quran were donated or waqf to religious places or specific individuals by
rulers, dignitaries, and prominent figures over time. The manuscript under study is a handwritten
Quran from the first half of the 18th century, 1120 AH, preserved in the Library of Congress,
written in Naskh script by one of the prominent Iranian calligraphers, Ahmad al- Neyrizi. The
introduction of this manuscript and its decorative arrangements is important because it
reveals the characteristics of calligraphy and writing of the Safavid era. The aforementioned
manuscript was given by a nobleman to his eldest daughter, Hajj Sultan Khanum, known as
the Great Khanum, during the Qajar era. This research aims to analyze the aesthetic value of
the manuscript under study as a valuable gift during two Islamic periods, using a documentary-
library method and an analytical-descriptive method. The results of this research reveal the
artistic indicators of Quranic writing during the Safavid era and the importance of the place of
wadf in Iranian culture.
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