PP e
170 o)lads

\Eol Lo

Wagqf as a tool of economic and security governance in the Safavid
era (Investigating the function of moqufeh caravansaries in stabiliz-
ing and developing the security of trade routes)

Maryam Goli*
Hamid Asadpour*

Abstract

Trade is considered one of the vital pillars of every civilized society and is rooted in human
civilization. In Iran during the Islamic era, one of the components of civilization was how people
traded with other places. In this regard, commercial and economic security was the main driver
of trade. The government and the people have taken different measures to ensure security, and
one of the most important measures to ensure economic security in societies has been the
creation and construction of caravanserais. The creation and construction of caravanserais in
Islamic civilization was not simply an economic matter, because in Islamic teachings, securing
a livelihood and earning a living and trade are considered among the most important religious
characteristics and hence we see that both the government and benefactors played a role in the
construction of caravanserais and benefited from the institution of waqf, which is considered
one of the most important religious institutions in Islam. How to benefit from the waqf
institution and its function in the construction of caravanserais and its feedback is a topic that
is addressed in this article. Among the important results of this research, which was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method and using library and document resources; this is because
although the construction and establishment of caravanserais has a long history in Iranian-
Islamic civilization, its peak of prosperity was during the Safavid period, and the manifestation
of waqf in the construction of these buildings is very visible during this period.
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