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Abstract

Given the changes and developments that have occurred in the Iranian family institution, the
growth of women in households has increased significantly due to limited financial resources,
social and cultural restrictions, and unstable economic conditions. The result of such instability
is the increasing tendency of this type of women to home businesses. Since the primary goal
of the waqf as a religious institution is to strengthen and develop livelihood foundations,
the present study attempts to answer the question of what role the waqf institution plays in
promoting and development home businesses of women heads of households? The approach in
this research is qualitative and the content analysis method has been used to analyze the data.
Empirical data was collected through purposive sampling and a combination of semi-structured
interviews and focus groups with 15 female activists active in the two fields of waqgf and
home businesses. The analysis of the findings showed that despite the economic and cultural
challenges in the development of women>s home businesses, the wagf as an institution has
played a supporting role in both the financial and social spheres for women>s home businesses,
has reduced poverty and their financial independence, and as an effective factor, it has caused
fundamental changes in the family and economic life of this class of women. Women»s political
perspective emphasizes that endowment has transformative potential in advancing gender-
inclusive economic development, provided that the gaps in the management of the Waqf and
its implementation in the field of women>s home businesses are addressed.

Key words: Waqf (Endowment), home businesses, entrepreneurship, women heads of
households, qualitative study
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