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Waqf in Social Theory: Formulating a Theoretical Framework

Majid Jafarian*

Abstract

Without a doubt, the purpose of Waqf as one of the most important socio-economic institutions
is to develop the public good in society; a phenomenon whose presence in the social world has
been as old as history and has enjoyed a special strength and position in the religious system
and life of believers. Although Waqf is a subject of discussion in Islamic law and jurisprudence,
it has been studied less in new fields such as sociology. To this end, the present study aims
to provide a theoretical framework to show how this can be analyzed in social theory. The
approach in this study is documentary and the descriptive-analytical method has been used to
examine theoretical data. Relying on the micro-macro theory, the relationship of Waqgf with the
three theories of social exchange, social capital, and system was studied, and it was shown that
Wagf can be a basis for interactions based on profit and reward, accelerate the production and
development of social capital, and play a complementary and non-specialized role in relation
to other subsystems in meeting the needs of the public sphere, whether definite or contingent.

Keywords: Wagf, Social Theory, Theoretical Framework, Social exchange theory, social capital
theory, systems theory
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