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The Role and Position of Mashhad Seminaries in Religious Education

of the Society
(Case Study: Navab Seminary moqufeh School)

Mahshid Sadat Eslahi*

Abstract

Religious schools in Iran have a long and fruitful history and have played an important role
in training scholars, jurists, and religious missionaries. The main goal of religious schools is
to teach religious sciences and train students in various Islamic fields. These schools are
usually established by charitable donors, and income from moqufat covers ongoing expenses
such as teachers> salaries, educational grants, and building maintenance. During the Safavid
period, religious schools played an important role in promoting Shiism and educating Shiite
scholars and clerics. By formalizing the Twelver Shiism, the Safavids developed scientific
and religious centers and strengthened religious schools as key institutions in the teaching of
Islamic jurisprudence, hadith, exegesis, theology, and philosophy. One of the waqfi religious
schools established during the Safavid period was the Navab Seminary in Mashhad, which has
been active until the present day. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and
based on library resources, while re-reading the wagf-nameh of this school, seeks to answer
the question: What role did the Navab School of Mashhad have in the religious education of
individuals and society? The results of the research show that during the reign of Shah Suleiman
the Safavid, this waqgfi school was built and made available to scholars for the education of
religious students. Since its establishment, the Navab Seminary in Mashhad has been able to
educate many students in the field of science and knowledge and has had a significant impact
on raising awareness in society by holding educational and cultural programs.

Keywords: Mashhad, Safavid period, Shah Suleiman, Navab High School, Wagf.
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