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Analyzing the functions of the Waqf institution in the monasteries of
the Ottoman Empire

Ma’soumeh Dorsar*

Abstract

Wagf as a good tradition and benevolent action is one of the prominent and important social
issues in different historical periods and especially in the Ottoman society, it had a prominent
position and was the attention of the Ottoman sultans. Since the functions of Waqf in the
monasteries of the Ottoman Empire have not been investigated; In this article, an attempt
has been made to examine the religious, social, cultural and economic functions of Waqgf and
to express the motivations of the Ottoman sultans for Moqufat. In this article, the research
method is descriptive and analytical and the method of collecting library information. It has
been concluded that the Waqf in the Ottoman period was given special care and attention
by the Ottoman sultans and with the expansion of Moqufat, and the religious, social, cultural
and economic functions of Waqf, monasteries were developed and played an important and
influential role in Ottoman society. Due to the presence of some Sufis in the Janissary army
and their participation in the Ottoman conquests, Sufi monasteries were often financially
supported by the Ottomans and added to their Moqufat. In terms of religion, Waqgf resulted
in the strengthening and development of religious beliefs, promotion of spiritual thoughts and
alignment with the principles of Sunnism. From the social point of view, Waqf was considered
as the agent of social justice distribution, provision of public needs, settlement of cities
and villages, creation of public welfare and security, creation of service spaces and popular
solidarity and expansion of moral virtues. From a cultural point of view, the Wagf promoted the
tradition of education and learning and was influential in the spread of science, literature and
art. Economically, it has played an important role in creating employment and expanding various
techniques and distribution of public wealth.

Key words: Wagf, Monastery, Cultural, Religious, Social, Economic, Ottoman territory.
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