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The background and status of Chaharbagh school in Isfahan with an
emphasis on Oqaf and financial support and its Wagf-Name

Mohammad Hosein Riahi*

Abstract

Considering that significant developments took place in the development of religious
schools and educational centers during the Safavid era, especially in Isfahan and
some other cities of Iran. ; This issue gained more momentum from the reign of
Shah Abbas | and the centrality of Isfahan, and it was significant and noticeable until
the end of the rule of this dynasty. The result of this effort, which means building
schools and creating educational institutions, was the construction of a large num-
ber of schools. Fortunately, many of these scientific and religious centers are still
standing after more than three centuries. Although a number of these educational in-
stitutions have also been converted into houses, shops, or changed use due to many
reasons, including the passage of time, erosion and destruction, encroachment and
usurpation of land and its facilities, as well as illegal occupations. One of the most
important factors in maintaining some of these schools is the existence of Moqufat
and material supports. A large number of these scientific and educational centers
have had suitable and extensive Wagfiat and although a large part of these founda-
tions have been gradually erased or usurped in various forms, but still there are some
facilities or Moqufat left. In the current research, one of the most beautiful, exquisite
and influential educational institutions of Isfahan, which was created almost at the
end of this (Safawi) dynasty, is discussed and while explaining the amount of Moqu-
fat and their number, other issues such as background, architecture, Waqf-Name, as
well as the most important graduates and professors from the past to the present
have been discussed.

Keywords: Moqufat, Waqf-Name, Educational institutions, Safavids, Chaharbagh
School of Isfahan, graduates and teachers.
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