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The child is the subject of charity in Iran: from Safavid to contempo-
rary

Maryam Sha'ban *

Abstract

The current research seeks to identify and analyze charitable activities focused on Iranian
children. The approach of qualitative-historical research and the method is documentary study.
The findings show that people>s participation in charity activities goes back to the distant
history of Iran; But the attention and focus of charities on special groups such as children is
formed since the constitutional era. It was during the constitutional era that the concept of the
child emerged and from then on «orphans» with the importance of «vulnerability» and «care»,
they were placed in the center of attention for public support measures and as the subject
of good deeds. During the Pahlavi era were created, 1- the issue of identifying children in
need, 2- creating forces to identify and gather them, 3- institutionalizing and creating regular
structures to support and provide services to them, 4- determining and approving laws with
executive guarantees to support children in need which led to the presence and domination of
the determined power in the civil-charitable field of child support. Therefore, the cause of good
became a field for the rule of children. With the occurrence of the Islamic revolution based
on religious-Shia foundations, Many efforts were made to free people>s charitable activities
from under the domination of the central government, which led to an increase in people>s
charitable contributions; But the existence of issues and problems after the Islamic revolution
and the imposed war with Iraq increased the society>s need for regular public participation to
support the needy, focusing on children. Therefore, with the presence of the central power in the
direction of gathering, ordering and guiding people»s participation in the direction of benevolent
support for children, again, public and charitable affairs were dominated by the government
structure; But such dominance seems to have been moderated compared to the Pahlavi era, and
by maintaining aspects of freedom of action for charitable civil organizations, it had created a
relative level of dominance in line with order.

Keywords: charities, child, social construction, care and vulnerability, orphan and without
guardian.
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