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Analyzing the role of Waqf and charity in modern Islamic civilization

Mohammad Saleh Tayebnia *

Abstract

The new Islamic civilization and the ways to reach and expand it have been one of
the most important concerns of the leaders of Islamic thought in the past and recent
centuries. One of the most obvious works of Islamic civilization in the past has been
the willingness of the general public and rulers to do good deeds and especially Waqgf
which in different forms such as religious centers such as mosques and religious
bodies, health centers such as hospitals, educational centers such as schools, librar-
ies and seminaries, military centers and recreational centers, have been of interest in
different periods and have had a significant impact on civilization; but at the present
time, due to the extensive changes in societies, Waqgf and good deeds in Islamic
societies such as Iran are not as they were in their golden era in the past, and their
decline can be seen. This is despite the fact that the approach to this issue has been
very successful in developed countries and even many of the top universities in the
world cover most of their expenses through moqufat and use it for civilization. In
this article, with a descriptive-analytical method and by examining the words of the
Supreme Leader regarding the new Islamic civilization, to explain the role of Waqf
and charity in the material and spiritual development of Muslims Two forms of eco-
nomic institution building in the form of poverty alleviation, creation of public welfare
and prevention of wealth accumulation and cultural institution building in the form
of promotion of divine and spiritual values, wisdom and educational science were
discussed.

Key words: Charity, Waqf, Civilization building, New Islamic civilization, Intentions of
Ayatollah Khamenei.
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