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The role of Wagf in Hosseinian congregations and the development
of health culture in India

Mohammad Hosein Riahi*

Abstract

Considering the importance of mourning, grieving and promoting Hosseini rituals
among Shiites and many Muslims throughout the world, India and the Shiites of the
subcontinent in general have extensive activities and significant rites and rituals in
this field and not only the Shiites, but also the Sunnis and even many followers of
religions and sects in this regard, have a special interest in attending and benefiting
from Hossein’s mourning rituals, especially on the days of Tasu'a and Ashura. These
traditions have been common in India for centuries and continue today even after
centuries. The existence of moqufat and material supports and institutions support-
ing these traditions, which have existed since the past, have played a significant role
in the holding of Hosseini rituals. Attending and participating in these traditions or
rituals, according to many participants, guarantees mental and physical health for
them. In addition to the fact that the presence and companionship of health profes-
sionals or doctors and as the local people say sages have also been decisive and
effective in these spiritual conferences. This article aims to examine and explain the
issue despite the lack of sources or writings regarding the title of the article, as far
as there are signs of the subject in the available sources.
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