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Investigating the impact of the waqf institution on the expansion of
medical service centers in Tehran with an emphasis on the docu-
ments of the oqaf organization and charity affairs

Peyman Bagheri Telvajegani*
Faeze Ansari Chaharsughi**

Abstract

One of the broad fields of moqufat throughout the history of Iran is waqf of property
and real estate in the way of improving community health services. With Tehran
becoming the capital and the population of this city increasing, the need for medical
centers was felt more and more, For this reason, a number of wealthy people and
private organizations made efforts to expand this issue and in this regard, many
hospitals in different parts of Tehran made a public wagf for the comfort of the poor
people and patients. The establishment of hospitals, due to the people’s strong need
for treatment and health, had a positive impact on the life of the people of Tehran.
Based on this, the present article aims to investigate the moqufat of Tehran’s health
sector with a descriptive-analytical method, relying on a number of waqf documents
of Tehran hospitals and other library sources and to answer these questions that
paying attention to the issue of wagf - according to religious themes - had an effect
on the expansion of medical centers and to what extent capable people were ac-
tive in this field and what was the goal of the waqifs, besides the religious themes,
from the activity in the field of therapeutic waqf? The findings of the research show
that Iranians, in addition to their sense of patriotism and helping others, under the
strong influence of religious teachings, dedicated many of their moqufat in the field
of health. In addition to religious issues, they left a great impact in maintaining the
physical and mental health of their society in a hidden and open way with their waqf
in the field of health. This increased as more and more people became aware of the
health status of the society and people took great steps in this way in various ways,
including financial aid for doctors, medicine, establishing sicks home or hospitals.

Keywords: Wagqif, Moqufat, Tehran, Medical service centers, Religious themes, Rocial
promotion.
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