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The jurisprudential approach of waqf in modern Islamic civilization
with an emphasis on the role of social justice

Mohammad Ali Khosravi*

Abstract

Wagf is not one of the founding rules of Islam, but it is a customary matter that
determines its limits and conditions by custom and rationality. This charitable in-
stitution is rooted in human nature. The history of waqf is as old as the history of
human societies. Among the oldest tribes and human societies, in past religions and
even among pagans, there have been contracts similar to waqf and vows. With the
advent of Islam, this customary and human thing was approved and signed by the
holy religion and with the spiritual transformation that was created in its purposes
and conditions, in addition to instinctive and human motives, a stronger motive called
closeness to God gave special holiness to this common practice and it became the
source of many blessings and found a special place in the legal, economic, educa-
tional and religious sectors of Islam. Waqf has such a capacity that it can cover all
people including non-believers. A group of great jurists do not consider the intention
of closeness as a condition for the validity of the wagf and even some other groups
consider wagf for non-enemy infidels to be correct and all this is a sign of the capac-
ity and dynamism of this popular institution and prophetic tradition.

Key words: Waqf, Islamic civilization, Social justice, Religion, Motivation, Closeness
intention.
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