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Pathology of Waqf in the contemporary history of Iran

Nezhat Ahmadi*

Abstract

The history of wagf can be traced back to ancient times. At the time when man start-
ed praying and worshiping, sometimes by allocating a small object as a gift or a vow
to his god, he took a step towards the formation of waqf. Later, with the formation of
great religions, waqf found a more serious and practical form ; so that it turned into
an independent institution and found a structure and organization, and the govern-
ments more or less tried to monitor and control it ; because they correctly understood
that this powerful institution, which had its roots in people’s beliefs, could well have
deep and lasting effects on the society. Apart from the difference in religious beliefs -
from polytheism to monotheism - in each of which vows and endowments have been
realized according to the conditions of that religion, even within the Islamic society
we are faced with a variety of waqf. From the construction and maintenance of the
most important gathering center of Muslims, i.e. the mosque, to the arrest of orphans
and the homeless, and even taking care of animals from the waqf place, it shows that
wagf had a lot of ability and efficiency in understanding the necessities and needs
of the society . Therefore, pathology of waqf in the contemporary era can guide and
plan to make waqf more practical. There is no doubt that the main approach of waqgf
has a religious aspect, but to what extent has waqf succeeded in identifying the
priorities and daily needs of the society in each historical period and how wagf has
used its abilities to improve the condition of the society is definitely not the same.
Undoubtedly, how to assess the need for wagf and its solutions in the society is one
of the important things that can lead to the continuation of waqf and its moderniza-
tion, which is a way to preserve Islamic values. The presented hypothesis is that the
progress of the new civilization and the changes resulting from it have undergone
changes faster than the prevailing beliefs of the Wagqifs, and for this reason, the Waqf
has not been able to fully identify the needs of the new Islamic society and align itself
with it. This research has been carried out by descriptive-analytical method and by
referring to sources and documents.

Key words: Waqf, Pathology, Function of moqufat, Contemporary history, Modern
Islamic civilization.
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