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Social and cultural functions of Wagf in Neishabur city
(from the third century to the end of the sixth century AH)

Ali Asghar Chahian Borujenii*

Abstract

In the 3th to 6th centuries of Hijri, many cities underwent transformation under the
influence of various factors. Waqf as a factor and cultural-social variable became the
factor of the development of cities in the third to fifth centuries of Hijri. The city of
Neishabur is one of the important and prominent cities during the Samanid, Ghaz-
navid and Seljuk regimes, which for various reasons was considered one of the po-
litical and commercial centers of the East of the Islamic world and Khorasan region;
Therefore, this city underwent a transformation like other cities. Various factors were
effective in the growth of this city. Waqf also served as an important and influential
factor in various transformations of the city. The mentioned research tries to inves-
tigate and re-examine the functions of Waqf with a descriptive-analytical method
and relying on library studies. The findings of this research show that, based on the
available data, most of the endowments in Neyshabur city focused on the scientific
and cultural growth of the city, especially schools and libraries, and of course, it was
also effective in the prosperity of the city’s social life.

Key words: Samanians, Ghaznavis, Seljuks, Neishabur, Waqgf, schools, Nezamiyyah.
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