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Isfahan Grand Mosque and Owqaf repairs in the contemporary era

AbdolMahdi Rajayi*

Abstract

Isfahan Jame’ Mosque is the oldest mosque in this city. In the investigation of the
progress of the restoration of this mosque in the contemporary era, especially during
the constitutional era and Reza Shah, there are not many documents left and more
importantly, the role of Owgaf administration has been less seen. In this article, by
referring to the documents left over from the constitutional era and the newspapers
and books of Reza Shah'’s era, the renovations made in this period of time are ana-
lyzed. And it is shown how the management of the Owgaf Department was to restore
the mentioned mosque and collect the heavy cost of this project. In the article, it
is shown that on the eve of the First World War, the Isfahan Owqaf administration
did not have the budget to pay for the restoration of the said mosque, and on the
other hand, the mosque was on the verge of destruction; People’s aid was received.
Several years later, during the period of Reza Shah, with the revival of Owgaf and gov-
ernment attention with a heritage and tourism approach, major repairs were carried
out in Isfahan Jame' Mosque. The details of the repairs are reflected in the article
as architectural documents. At this time, due to the construction of the street, this
mosque came out of isolation. The collection of information is based on documents
and newspapers, and our findings are basically the report of these renovations and
developments related to Isfahan Jame' Mosque.

Key words: Isfahan, Jame’ Mosque, Atiq Mosque, Restoration, Owgaf administration.
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